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Mexico Snapshot 
 

 13th largest world economy 

 78 percent urban population 

 Over 46% population under 25  
(median age of 27) 

 Poor and Extreme Poor: 45%  
(under USD $10 per day) 

 Competitiveness:  61 in world 
(WEF) 

 Corruption Perceptions Index: 106th 
in world  (TI) 

Key facts Population:  120 million  

Unemployment:  5%  (2014)  

Inflation:  4.2% (2014)  

Remittances:  $22 billion (2014) 

U.S. Exports to Mexico:  $256.6 billion (2014) 

U.S. Imports from Mexico:  $304.5 billion (2014) 

FDI into U.S.:  $32.6 billion (2013) 

GDP per capita (PPP):  $15,600 (2013)  

Real GDP growth:  1.1% (2013) 



 Mexico is the United States’ 3rd largest trading partner 

 Mexico is the 2nd destination of exporters, accounting for 15% of all U.S. exports 

 In 2013, U.S. Exports to Mexico were up 4.5%, totaling over $226 billion 

 Mexico accounts for roughly 15% of all U.S. exports 

 24 American states depend on Mexico as their first or second destination for exports  

 More than $1.5 billion a day in two-way trade 

 Nearly 50,000 U.S. small and medium-sized enterprises export to Mexico 
 

U.S.-Mexico Trade Relationship 



 Location / Access to U.S. Goods/Services/Market 

 Size, Diversify, and Vast Market 

 Shared Culture:  Western, Hispanic 

 Manufacturing  base in various sectors 

 Stronger legal protections 

 Politically stable 

 Macroeconomic stability 

 Free Trade 

Why export to Mexico 



Reforms 

Objectives: 
 
1) Increase Productivity 

 
 
 
 
2) Strengthen Rights 

 
 
 
 

3) Strengthen Democracy 
 



Structural Reforms 
 
Description 
 

Energy Changes to the Mexican oil industry and the national electricity system. 

Antitrust 

Updates legislation and strengthens the agency responsible for its 
implementation. The catalog of anti-competitive practices was expanded 
and sanctions stepped up to protect consumers’ rights. Promotes 
competitiveness. 

Telecommunications and 
Broadcasting 

It expands freedom of expression and access to information, as well as 
the rights of telecommunications and broadcasting service user. 
Promotes competition of all telecommunication services.  

Tax 
Changes in Public Finances designed to increase the revenue available 
to the state to meet the population’s basic needs efficiently. Additional 
incentives to entrepreneurs and small rural producers. 

Financial Promotes competition in the financial sector to reduce the cost and 
increase the supply of credit.  

Labor Promotes job creation and establishes better working conditions for 
citizens. 

Education Guarantees a more inclusive and better quality education. 

Legal 

The Injunction Law was updated to serve as a more effective tool for 
citizens to defend their fundamental rights from government abuses and 
excesses. This reform also expands the sphere of protection and 
improves the effectiveness of the Mexican justice system.  

Justice National Criminal Procedures code was created to unify the criminal 
justice model.   

Political-Electoral Mechanisms to promote greater certainty, fairness and transparency for 
elections and to encourage citizen participation. 

Transparency Promotes the right of access to public information and accountability. 
 Source: reformas.gob.mx/en/reforms 

 



 Mexican Presence 

 Local or Regional Representative 

 Price 

 Spanish 

 

Market Entry Strategies 



 
 
 
 
 

Location: One of the largest cities in the world with over 22 million people 

Capital: Political Capital and Financial Center of Mexico 

Manufacturing: Manufacturing and distribution powerhouse 

Industrial location: Centrally located near other major industrial areas including Toluca, Puebla, 

and Queretaro 

Mexico City 
Distrito Federal (Federal District) 

http://www.google.com.mx/imgres?imgurl=http://nutricionnatural.com.ve/tiendaherbalife/images/distribuidor_independiente_Herbalife.jpg&imgrefurl=http://nutricionnatural.com.ve/tiendaherbalife/formula-1-herbalife-merengada-nueva-galletas-y-crema-p-32.html&h=357&w=310&sz=28&tbnid=VWUM1_U6ctjfUM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=105&prev=/images?q=herbalife&zoom=1&q=herbalife&usg=__9Vk4-5J1aXq_hzX3mPAhNh2Svf0=&sa=X&ei=fxWdTKHOKoH98Ab6tLWUAw&ved=0CDUQ9QEwAw


 
 
 
 
 

Size: Second largest market in Mexico 

Business Culture: Bilingual, open to U.S. goods and services 

Multinational Investors: GE, IBM, Intel, HP, Flextronics, Jabil, Oracle 

Logistics: Major distribution center 

Major Industries:  Electronics, industrial process controls, packaging, agribusiness and food 

processing equipment 

Largest Exposition Center in Latin America: Regional shows 

 
 
 

Guadalajara 
Mexico’s Silicon Valley 



  Location: NAFTA corridor 

  Environment: Pro business with stable workforce 

 Manufacturing: 11% of Mexico total manufacturing output. Over 1800 foreign companies. 

 Key industries: automotive, household appliances, electronic equipment, packaging, software, 

specialized medical services, and biotechnology.  

 

Monterrey 
Mexico’s Industrial Heartland 



Environmental Technologies 
Public policy  

• Sustainable production and consumption. 
 
 

• Integrated solid waste management. 
  

 



Special Program on Sustainable 
Consumption and Production 

Importance: 
• Set Mexico’s base to reach economical development in 

a competitive environment 
• Reduce potential risks of resource scarcity. 
• Promote changes in production and traditional 

consumption practices towards sustainable practices. 
Source: SEMARNAT Presentation – Green Expo 2014 

 



Alignment with national goals 

2013-2018. National 
Develpment Plan. 

Goal 4. Prosperous Mexico. 
“To initiate the productivity 

growth of a stable 
economic climate by 

generating equal 
opportunities.” 

Objective 4.4. “To promote 
an inclusive and green 

growth orient facilitator 
and preserve the natural 
heritage while generating 
wealth, employment and 

competitiveness.” 

Source: SEMARNAT Presentation – Green Expo 2014 



Special Program on Sustainable 
Consumption and Production 

Objectives 
Sustainable procurement 

Sustainable enterprises 

Sustainable innovation and  technology 

Sustainable life styles 

Sustainable tourism and construction 

Efficient use of natural resources 
Source: SEMARNAT Presentation – Green Expo 2014 



Consolidate and strengthen 
the implementation of the 

regulations  

Updated 
regulatory 
framework  

Consolidate public 
records recycling 

Promote 
voluntary 

certification  

Sustainable procurement 

Source: SEMARNAT Presentation – Green Expo 2014 



Sustainable companies 

Emissions Inventory 
Records 

Voluntary Eco-
labeling 

Increase certified 
"Clean Industry"  

Increase the 
number of 

Productive Plants 
with Environmental 

Leadership 

Sustainable suppliers 
catalog 

16 
Source: SEMARNAT Presentation – Green Expo 2014 



Sustainable innovation and  technology 

Opportunity to set up programs to replace obsolete 
equipment with high efficiency ones 

Source: SEMARNAT Presentation – Green Expo 2014 



Sustainable life styles 

    Communication campaigns 
Source: SEMARNAT Presentation – Green Expo 2014 



Efficient use of 
natural resources 

 

• To reduce the carbon 
footprinting: to reach 
19.8 millions/tCO2e 
 
 

Source: SEMARNAT Presentation – Green Expo 2014 



Generación 

Relleno Sanitario 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Aprovechamiento de Residuos Orgánicos 

 
Compostaje 

 

Fracción 
Orgánica 

Fracción 
Inorgánica 

Rechazo 

Valorización 

 

Energía y Combustibles 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Aprovechamiento  

Térmico  
Biodigestión 

 
Recolección Separada 

 
 
 
 
 

Reuso / Reciclaje 
 
 
 
 

Mercado Ambiental 

 
Planta de Selección 

 
 
 
 
 



Water 
NATIONAL WATER COMMISSION (CONAGUA) 

 
CONAGUA  (www.conagua.gob.mx) has its Headquarters in Mexico City:  
 
It is part of SEMARNAT (Secretariat for the Environment and Natural Resources); 
 
Has 13 Regional Offices: 
 

-Baja California; 
-Northwest;  
-Pacific North; 
-Balsas; 
-Pacific South 
-Rio Bravo; 
-North Basins; 
-Lerma River 
-Gulf  of Mexico  North; 
-Gulf of Mexico Central; 
-South of Mexico; 
Yucatan Peninsula; 
-Valley of Mexico City 

 
CONAGUA  has a technical arm called Mexican Water Technology Institute.  

 

 

http://www.conagua.gob.mx/


Water Purification Plants, 2014 
State Plants in Operation Installed Capacity  

(liters/s) 
Aguascalientes 3 44.0 
Baja California 26 12006.0 

Baja California Sur 15 215.1 
Campeche 2 25.0 

Chiapas 4 4500.0 
Chihuhua 5 710.0 
Coahuila 18 2132.2 
Colima 33 10.7 

Durango 33 29.7 
Mexico City 33 3788.5 
Guanajuato 28 404.8 

Guerrero 11 3278.0 
Hidalgo 2 130.0 
Jalisco 24 16197.0 

State of Mexico 11 22164.0 
Michoacan 5 3025.0 

Morelos 0 0.00 
Nayarit 0 0.00 

Nuevo Leon 12 14571.2 
Oaxaca 6 1291.3 
Puebla 4 715.0 

Queretaro 6 269.0 
Quintana Roo 0 0.0 
San Luis Potosi 14 1315.0 

Sinaloa 142 9267.0 
Sonora 24 4130.0 

Tabasco 44 11605.0 
Tamaulipas 54 14345.0 

Tlaxcala 0 0.00 

Veracruz 13 6912.0 
Yucatan 0 0.0 

Zacatecas 54 10.1 
Total 631 133090.5 

Source: National Water Commission-CONAGUA, February 2014 



Potable Water Treatment Processes 

Process Number of Plants 
Absorption  15 
Conventional Purification 195 
Direct Filtration   62  
Purification of Patent  140 
Removal of Iron and Manganese    16 
Reverse Osmosis   174 
Reversible Electrodialysis       1 
Slow Filtering       7 
Softening      21 
Total    631 

Source: National Water Commission-CONAGUA, February 2014 

 



Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plants, 2014 
 State Plants in 

Operation 
Installed Capacity  

(m3/s) 
Rate of flow of wastewater 

treated (m3/s) 
Aguascalientes 97 3.08 2.90 
Baja California 26 5.64 3.96 
Baja California Sur 16 1.11 0.85 
Campeche 10 0.13 0.05 
Chiapas 12 1.20 0.98 
Chihuhua 100 7.75 6.09 
Coahuila 11 3.15 2.56 
Colima 42 0.66 0.38 
Mexico City 30 6.54 3.53 
Durango 123 3.32 2.44 
Guanajuato 29 4.53 3.40 
Guerrero 33 3.21 1.80 
Hidalgo 8 0.06 0.05 
Jalisco 94 3.40 3.25 
State of Mexico 76 7.10 4.59 
Michoacan 19 1.47 0.90 
Morelos 24 1.32 1.08 
Nayarit 58 1.90 1.17 
Nuevo Leon 57 13.06 11.12 
Oaxaca 54 0.87 0.64 
Puebla 41 2.97 2.28 
Queretaro 60 0.97 0.75 
Quintana Roo 25 2.05 1.61 
San Luis Potosi 10 1.86 1.26 
Sinaloa 82 4.44 3.58 
Sonora 65 3.72 2.58 
Tabasco 59 1.34 1.13 
Tamaulipas 23 3.39 2.40 
Tlaxcala 33 0.69 0.49 
Veracruz 86 4.55 2.60 
Yucatan 12 0.15 0.14 
Zacatecas 19 0.274 0.252 
Total 1434 95.87 71.80 

 Source: CONAGUA publications and interviews with officials, July 2014 
  



Main Municipal Wastewater Treatment Processes, 2014 

Process Plants Flow Treated (m3/s) 
Activated Sludge 335 29.61 

Anaerobic 0 0 
Anaerobic Rising Flow 

Reactor 
82 0.98 

Biological 0 0 
Biological Disks  7 0.53 
Biological Filters 58 3.70 

Dual 8 4.05 
Enzymatic Reactor 42 0.08 

Imhoff Tank 56 0.45 
Oxidation Ditches 20 2.10 

Primary 16 2.11 
Primary Advanced 17 9.85 

Sedimentation 0 0 
Septic Tank 69 0.24 

Stabilization Lagoon 592 13.32 
Tertiary 0 0 

Ventilation Lagoons 14 4.19 
Wetland 83 0.28 
Others 35 0.28 
TOTAL 1,434 71.78 

Source:  CONAGUA publications and interviews with officials, July 2014  
  



Water and Wastewater opportunities 2014-2018 

– Feasibility Studies for the Hydro Projects for the 
New Airport in Mexico City 

– Drinking Water Emergency/Mobile Units 
– Leakages Detection Instruments and Equipment 
– Water Desalination Equipment      

 
 
 
 



Equipment Opportunities 2014-2018 

– Aeration Equipment 
– Flow Meters 
– Laboratory, Microbiological Analysis 
– Pipe 
– Pumps 
– Valves   
 
For more information, please contact Francisco Ceron, 
Senior Commercial Specialist francisco.ceron@trade.gov 
 

 

mailto:francisco.ceron@trade.gov


Energy Sector 





Renewable Energy 

• Grew from $532 million in 2011 to $2.4 billion in 2014 
• Renewable vs. Clean Energy: 35% by 2024 
• Hydro and wind are the most developed. Wind alone $14B 

towards 2018, 6 GW 
• Energy Reform: need strong and thriving clean energy market 
• Mexican Energy Innovation Centers: Wind, Solar & 

Geothermal while developing talent. 
• Expert studies on Wind, Geothermal, Solar, Hydro and 

Bioenergy 
• Renewable Energy goods typically crossing the border several 

times before they become finished products. 
 

 



Renewable Energy Generation Plants 



Companies with presence in Mexico 



Latest Wind Power News 



Trade Events 2015 

• Mexico WindPower 
 Mexico City, Feb 25-26 
• Waste Expo. Mexican Buyer Delegation 
 Las Vegas, June 1-4 
• Green Expo. Certified Trade Show 
 Mexico City, September 23-25 



Muchas gracias! 
www.export.gov/mexico  

http://www.export.gov/mexico
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